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son, with the same legend, appeared on either side of the
coinage struck at Laon in the year 1180. The illness of
his father suffered much of the real power to pass into
Philip's hands, but he spoke of the old king in at least
one formal document as his "lord, the king of the
Franks." From the very first he was thrust into political
entanglements of complexity that might have baffled a
wiser head We have every reason to suppose that
though he took advice, he was almost from the first the
guiding spirit in affairs. His powerful mind and strong
character were formed by the pressure of affairs. He
became a man of business, and a royal man of business
was in the Middle Ages made to be a great king.
With his young wife and her uncle, with Eobert
Clement, Ralph of Clermont, the constable, and the other
advisers of the old king by his side, Philip, with care and
discretion, surveyed the political engagements in which
his kingdom was involved, and prepared to strike out a
decisive line of action for himself. At his right hand
stood the great warrior and statesman whose niece he
had married. But the influence of the count of Flanders
was not uncontested. The claims of a queen-mother had
always been recognised in French history as considerable.
By virtue of unction and coronation, she was a real par-
ticipator in the sovereignty. Alice of Champagne was
by no means ready to surrender her prerogatives. Still
less were her brothers willing to see the influence of
their house extinguished by the uncle of the new king's
wife. Philip of Flanders had been somewhat too hasty
in allowing his assumption of power over the young king
to be marked by a direct attack on the queen his mother.
The king had taken from ner her dower lands, unwill-